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Topics Highlights 

Malaysia has 
lowest poverty rate 

in SE Asia 
 

The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) World Factbook 2017 has reported that 
Malaysia’s poverty rate is the lowest among South-East Asian countries. It was 
3.8% compared to Vietnam and Indonesia (11.3%), Thailand (12.6%), Laos 
(22%), the Philippines (25.2%) and Myanmar (32.7%). The report highlighted that 
Malaysia’s per capita gross domestic product was US$27,200, which was far 
better than those of its regional peers as Thailand (US$16,800), Indonesia 
(US$11,700), the Philippines (US$7,700), Vietnam (US$6,400), Myanmar 
(US$6,000) and Laos (US$5,700). 

(The Star, 26 December 2017) 

Steady growth 
seen in Malaysian 

services sector 
 
 

Malaysia's services sector grew at an annual growth rate of 7.2% to 818,311 
establishments between 2010 and 2015, the Department of Statistics Malaysia 
revealed. According to the findings of the Economic Census 2016 for the services 
sector, sector income grew 8.3% per annum to RM2,004 billion over the same 
five-year period, while value of gross output rose 8.4% to RM964.7 billion and 
value generated increased 8.9% to RM518.3 billion. The number of persons 
engaged in the sector also rose about 5% to 4.79 million persons while salaries 
and wages increased 10.1% to RM131.5 billion. The value of fixed assets for the 
sector increased 12.7% annually from 2010 to 2015 to RM904.4 billion. In terms 
of overall economy, Services sector recorded the highest contribution for number 
of establishments with 88.9%. In 2015, there were 173,536 women-owned 
establishments in the services sector as compared to 116,758 establishments in 
2010, which means an annual growth rate of 8.2%.   

 
(The Star, 27 December 2017) 

Leading index up 
0.2% to 120.1 in 

October 
 
 

The Leading Index (LI), which monitors economic performance in advance, and 
the Coincident Index, which measures current economic activity, have improved in 
October 2017 compared to the previous month. LI registered a growth of 0.2% in 
October 2017 to 120.1 points from 119.9 points in September 2017, mainly 
induced by real money supply (0.4%) and the number of new companies 
registered (0.3%). Meanwhile, the Coincident Index (CI) increased by 0.5% in 
October 2017, following the increase in three components, namely Volume Index 
of Retail Trade (0.4%), Real Contributions to Employees Provident Fund (0.1%) 
and Capacity Utilisation in Manufacturing Sector (0.1%). The annual change of CI 
grew to 3.5% in the same month. Concurrently, the Diffusion Index for CI reached 
100%, while LI remained at 85.7%, thus indicating that Malaysia's economy will 
continue a favourable growth between February and April 2018. 

 (The Star, 27 December 2017) 

 
Electricity tariff 
schedule to be 

maintained until 
Dec 31, 2020 

 

Government has approved the current electricity tariff schedule for the states in 
the peninsula from Jan 1 next year to Dec 31, 2020. The national utility company 
said the Government has also agreed to provide RM929.37 million for the subsidy 
and rebate of 1.80 sen/kWh for the period of Jan 1 to June 30, 2018. 

(The Star, 27 December 2017) 
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